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SnuHa LyBaeBa. 3nonony4vyHaa Haxogka.

Bbl HMKOrOa He XoTenu NonacTb B napanneanbM Ml/lp'.7 Ecnun xotenun, To HOBag KHMIra-mrpa gacTt
BaM BO3MOXHOCTb 2TO Caes1aTb Flpl/IL‘IéM BeCbMa HeOObIYHbIM CMOCOBOM.

O Danee — (5)
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MpKn 3TKUX cfioBax C rOCTA OKOHYaTEMbHO CMagaeT Macka J:I,O6pOFO ankorofinka. OH
BbIMPAMNAETCA N KaK 6y£I,TO CTaHOBUTbCH BblLLEe POCTOM.

— [JOBONMbHO LLYTUTb LLUYTKK, — B THEBE OPET OH U HEOXUOAHHO JOCTa&T, Kak KayKeTcd, U3
HWOTKYda OrPOMHbIM MocoxX. [Mocne 3Toro BaMaxa M XeHa 1 BepoHMKa oka3sbliBatoTca Kak 6yaTo
BHYTPW CTEKTAHHOM TIOPbMbI 1 60/blLE He MOMYT MoLLEeBeUTbCH, TONMbKO HabnaaTh 3a
npouncxoaauiMmMmn. Bckope rocTb AobupaeTca 00 KHUMM U C TOPXKECTBYIIOLLMM XOXOTOM XBaTaeT eé. U
TYT C HUM MPOUCXOOUT YTO-TO HEBEPOATHOE. BOMoChl B3bepPOLLUUNCH, MPAMO OLLETUHUTUCH, TNLO
rnoxyneno, rnasa 3aropennch. Koya BbICTpOo NpeBpaTuiach B TEMHOBATYIO LLUKYpPY. Bckope Ha MecTe
3M0BeLLero rocTa ocTaéTcs TONIbKO OrpoMHaga oBYapKa. Yepes HeCKOMbKO YacoB NpUxoaaT poauTeni.
XeHa v BepoHuKa Tak 1 BUCAT B BO3AyXe HEMOLABUMKHO, U Ha HUX BHUMATENIbHO CMOTPUT 6osibLUagda
cobaka.

PoouTtenu Bbi3biBatOT CKOPYHO MOMOLLLb, @ OBYaPKY MPOroHAtoT. CKopada npuesxaeT, HO MeanKM
HUYEro He MoryT MOoHATb. [MoTOM BCE e 3abupatoT XeHto 1 BepoHuKy. OgHako Mo nyTn B 60NbHULLY
Te HeOXXMOaHHO obpeTatoT NOABMYKHOCTL M CMpPALLUMBAtoT, Kyda Aenacb cobaka U KHMra. Bpay
ollapalleHo CMOTPUT Ha HMX. B 60MbHULIE HUYEro He OOHAPYXKMBAIOT U UX MPWBO3AT Ha3a4.

[loMa KHWIMM He OKa3blBaloTCH, a poaUTeNM XKeHM B OTBET Ha BCe PacCrpOoChl FOBOPAT, YTO
BOODLLE He MOHMMAaLOT 0 UM pedb. Cobaka 06Hapy»KMBaeTCa CUOALLEN Y OBepel y)eHUHOro goMa.
YeHsa HauMHaeT noakapMnmMeaTh eé. Tak NpoXoamT 1eTo M OCeHb. HakoHeLl, 3MMOW poauTenmn
cornallatoTcs B3ATb OBYapPKy B KBApTUPY. [0 MoBeAeH o OHa HMYEeM He OT/In4YaeTca oT 0BbluHOM
cobaku. PazBe 4To MHOTOA CMOTPUT Ha CBOMX XO39€B OYeHb YMHbIM B3rM1900M...
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— CMoTpK, TaM 3aMok! CTapbli 3aMOK, — CKa3afa BepoHuka, CMOTpA BAa b CKBO3b TYMaH.

— Buyky. Mbl, Moxoyke, HaxoanMcsa B CKa30o4HOM MUpe. MOXKeT, B TOM CaMOM, KOTOprl7I HapncoBaH
B KHUIe? — oTBEeTUN XKeH4q.

— On, TouHo! — NoHana BepoHuKa. XXeHa MedieHHO MoLlen Brnepeq, yernekaa noapyry 3a cobon.
Mopownum 6aM3KO K CTapMHHOMY 3aMKy. Kpbila ero o6nynmBLIascs, OKHa y3Kue.

— VIHTepecHO, UTo B HEM? — crpocuna BepoHMKa XXeHd MO4nT.

B6M3M 3aMOK BbIrgaMT CTpallHee. BepoHMKa cTana MCKaTb B KHUMe KapTUHKY, YTOObI
CPaBHUTb C AEMNCTBUTENBbHOCTbIO. Cly4YalHO HAaTKHY/MAaCb Ha CTPaHKLYY C 3arHyTbIM YIT10M,

- JaBaln 9 cCHOBa pa30rHy yronok. NMocMoTpto, UTo ByaeT, — ckasan XXeH4q. JTMLOo ero UcrnyraHo.
MepBbiv pa3 BepoHKWKa BUOUT ero TaknM. OHa MpoTaHyna eMy KHUrY.

Mooyn NpoxnagHblv BeTep. XXeHda Hadan pa3rubaTb yron CTpaHuLbl.

Yepes cekyHOy 06a 3aMeTUNM — CHOBa Haxo4ATCa B KOMHATE, OKOSO AMBaHa. 338 OKHOM CUMbHbIM
NINBEHb.

— BoT 2710 na! - BCKpuKHYyna BepoHuka.
— A g He Bepun! —yonesuncsa XXeHq.

—Tbl caM roBopwU, YTO B AETCTBE BEPW/ B MapasiiesibHble MMUPbl, MeYTar HaWTK nopTtan. Tenepb
TBOA MeyTa cbblnacs. [JoBoneH? — HepPBHO 3aKpu4asa geByLUKa.

— He 3pga a Bepwun, - exmaHo ckasan »XXeHa. CnydmBLleeca obcy»kganm JONro, MblTaaCb MOHATD,
4yTO 3TO 6bINO.
O NMpoapomkuTb uccnenoBaTb KHUry? — (39)

(O Bcé-)e nonbiTaTbcsl HANTM eé Bnagenbua — (8)
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CHoOBa nolunu, Kyda rnasa rmagar. Yke B Apyryto CTOPOHY, Ha 3anaf. Ha nyTr cHoBa 3apociu
OepeBbeB, HET HUKaKMX MOoCTpoeK. TOMbKO cetyac oHa obpaTuia BHUMaHMe Ha MPaYyHOCTb MPUPOabI.
BepoHWKa noHana: nogen HeT NoToMy, UTO APaKOHbl 3aXBaTUIM BCe. A NOOV nepecennnmchb Unm
npsayyTCcs.

BOpyr yBMUOENMU, UTO UM HAaBCTPeUY OBUMKETCH YerloBeK.
- CMOTpW, MepBoOro YenoBeka 34ecb BCTpeTunm! Kak xopoulo! — ckasana BepoHuka.

— A MOXKET, HeT? MOoyKeT, OH OMacHbIN? — oTBeTUN XKeHqa. MayLuimi yenoBek npubnmxanca. 1o
OKa3zanacb geByllka Bo3pacTta 20-22 neT. lNpun BMOe HMX oHa 3aMegnumia war, ctana 3aunHTepeCcoBaHHO
NX paccMaTpmBaThb.

— Bbl OTKyLa? — UM YTO-TO MOXOXKee Crpocuia OHa.

— Mbl He OTCtloda, - CKa3ana BepoHuka. [eByLiKa, Kak HX CTPaHHO, MOHAMa U OTBETUMA: «a OTKyOa
Bbl npubbinmn?»

- W3 ropoga.
— d paga BuaeTb Bac,- oTBeTMNa AeByLUKa. — [1epBbIM pa3 3a NATb J1ET BUXKY XXMBOTO YenoBekKa.
—NoyeMy? — crpocusl UCnyraHHo XXeHsq.

—[aTb neT Ha3ag OPaKOHbIl 3aXBaTW/1M BCe, M MNMporajio MHOIro ntogen. Te, KTo yuenen,
crpsaTanucb. Buoute, yrny6r|eHV|e Yy TOro noBaJjieHHOoro KfeHa? 2710 BaMaCKMpOBaHHbII;I Nnoa3eMHbIN
X0, — pacCKa3alia AeBYyLIKa Ha PYCCKOM, NMOXOXXeM Ha COBpeMeHHbII;L BepoHumka n XXeHqa
neperngaHynmce. [leBylika nogowsia K BMAGTMHE y MOBafnieHHOro gepesa.

- Kak Tebg 30ByT? — OT Tt06OMbITCTBA Cnpockia BepoHuka.

- 3ye, — oTBeTWMa AeBYyLLIKa, U yblbHynack. BepoHuka 1 XXeHa npeacTaBunmce. 3ye caenana
YOUBNEHHOE NN, CTOBHO UX MMeHa el MoKasanmcb HeobblYHbIMU. CKOPO OHa 3aMeTu/1a B pykax y
BepoHUKU KHUTY. [IoNro cMoTpena Ha Hee, a MOTOM YAUBIEHHO MPOoU3Heca: «<3Ta KHUra
MPUHAONEXUT ocobbiM Moasam. OTKyOa oHa y Bac?» BepoHUKa pacckasana o KHuUre. 3ye He Morna
noBepuTb, ElLie pa3 paccMoTpena 1 3aTeM Monpocuia KHUTY, COBHO »enaa y6eamTbca B
NOOSIMHHOCTW.

— 2Ta KHUTa CIY>XUT BXOAOM APYron MUP, - CKasana 3ye. 3aTeM OHa BbIXBaTUa KHUTY Y
BepoHUKU, M TYT C HEW CTaNIo NPOUCXOAMNTb UTO-TO HEBEPOATHOE. BONOCHI B3bEePOLLWINCH, MPAMO
OLETUHWMINCH, TULLO MOXYAEo, ra3a 3aropenunch. Koxa ObiCTpo npeBpaTuiachk B TEMHOBATYIO
YeLlyto. 3a CMMHOWM BbIpOCNN HebobLIMe NnepenoHYaTble Kpblfba. 3ye cTana noxoxa Ha 60/bLyto
NEeTy4yto Mbllb.

O Danee — (20)
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~Tbl MoBULLb GUNbMbI-beHTe3n? — cnpocun XXeHa noapyry BepoHuky.
- HeKoTopble HpaBATCH, HEKOTOpPbIe — HET, — 0TBeTWNa BepoHuKa C ynbiGKOM.

- MoHATHO. 9 1 daHTaCTMKY UYMTato. B oeTcTBe Bepw/l, YTo NapanfiesbHbli MUpP CyLLEeCTBYET,
XoTesn HaWTK MopTars, KOTOPbIM BeaeT TyAa, Tenepb BCMOMUHATbL CMELLHO, — OTBEeTUN XKeHd.

— ¢ c peTcTBe Gblfla peanrncTKowW, - Ckasana BepoHuka.
— Pa3Hble Mbil...

Pa3rosapuBag, OHWM OOLLUMM A0 KOHLa NapKa. BepoHuKa cena oTooxHyTb. [MepBblit AeHb NneTa
BbIOANCS YapPKMM. Y Hee cerofiHda Noxoe HacTpoeHue. XXeHda 3To 3aMeTu/ cpasy, HO BUAY He NnokKasar.
OHa B Hero 4aBHO CUbHO Bto6eHa.

— MoxKkeT, 3aMaellb KO MHe BeqepOM? — HEOXXMOAHHO npegnoxxmn XXeHg.

— KoHeuHo, 3amay, — yNnblbHynacb BepoHuKa. XXeHa nocMoTpern BpeMa U YOUBIEeHHO cKasan:
«BCero NMMLUb Yac OH4, a, KaxkeTca NaTb! CKOMbKO YXe cerogHa Mbl Fynanml» M OTKMHYCA Ha CIIMHKY
cKaMemKu.

O Danee — (25)

6

BepoHMKa HeCcKonbKo pa3 crmbaeT 1 pa3rmbaeT yronok, HakoHeLl, TOT OTpbliBaeTca U yreTaeT
mMpoyb.

HeoxmMOoaHHO CTaHOBUTLCA BCE TEMHEE N, HAaKOHEL, CBET MePKHET coBceM. BepoHuMKa npuxooat
B cebsa Ha NnaBo4kKe B napke. OKa3blBaeTCH, OHa MPOCTO 3aCHyJla 1 BUAENa COH.

f X«llocemeHue 3aMKa»
O Danee — (25)
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or ropoda ogHuM pa3BajiHbI. CHer npet KPYMHbIMWN XITOMbAMMN. KaxkeTcq, BpeMda OCTaHOBUMJ10Cb
HaBcerga. YTo Npom30LWLNOo - HUKTO He MOHUMAaeT. MHOIrme cYMTaltoT 3TO KOHLLIOM CBeTa.

BepoHuka naet no rnybokoMy cHery. PacTepaHHO CMOTPUT Ha NepeBepHYThie MallMHbl B
cyrpobax, HeT cui ayMaTb o 6yayLieM. Bce 3aHeceHO CHerom: 4oporu, PyrHbl JOMOB.
HeMHoroumcneHHble yueneBLlve goma BbirIgaaT YHbIO, C BbIGUTBIMM OKHaMK U TPECHYBLLWMM
cTeHaMu. XXeHd rpyCTHbIM B3r/1900M OCMaTpPMBaeT MeCTo, e paHblie 6bifa ero poaHasa ynvua.

— Y>Kac Kakou, — roBopuT BepoHunka, ornaabiBagacb. CHer nagaet MegeHHo, KPYMHbIMMA
xnonbamu. Hebo CBMHLOBOe.

— KTo 6bl MO NogyMaTb, YTO TaKoe Cry4mnTCs, — Mpom3Hec XXeHa ob6pedyeHHbIM rof10CcoM. XKeHs
BCE eLLlé NobuT BepoHUKy, HECMOTPS Ha XKyTKMe 0bCcToATeNbCTBA. [1oc/ie NepeXkmMToro y)<aca oH
O4YeHb CM/IbHO MOoXyaeN, MOTePAN XM3HEePaLOCTHOCTb, HO €ro YyBCTBa K BepoHuke He nponanu.
EoMHCTBEHHOE CMaceHne — ropaYmMM Yal, C OCTaTKaMM 3aBapKM M Ternno. XXeHda Xo4eT HalUTU KaKoM-
HMBOYOb CKNaf C MUTaHMEM, TaK KaK eflbl O4eHb Maro, 1 NIeKapCcTBaMuM, XOTb MOHMMAET, YTO STO MOKa
HEeBO3MOXHO. XONof4, 1 HeAOCTAaTOK NUTaHWAa Mea/IeHHO younBatoT 06oUX.

O Danee — (22)
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MpoxoauT eLlé Hedensa U Ha 3MeKTPOHHYIO NoYUTy XXeHU NprxoamT NMcbMo. ABTOP
npencraBngeTcd BnaaenbLeM KHUMM U MPOoCUT 0 BCTpeude. XeHg 6oMTca MOTU Kyda-To U BCTpeda
MPOUCXOOUT B ero KBapTMpe. Ha BCAKMKA Criydar OH NpurnallaeT Ha BCTpedy ellé 1 BepoHUKy.
PoOuTenaM HMUYero He roBOPUT — MOIYT HaKasaTb 3a TO, YTO BMYTasCa B «COMHUTENbHYIO UCTOPUIO». B
Ha3HayeHHOoe BPeMa Ha Nopore NoasngeTcd BraaeneL, My>ymHa net 40-50, no ogexae
HarNoMMHaLLIMI ankoronmka nnm 6omyka. OH pacckasbiBaeT, YTO 3TO KHUMa, 3TO NocreaHee, YTo
OCTafocb OT ero 6abyLLKuN.

McTopua 3By4mnT cknagHo. OgHako ero BoneBow Hegobpblii B3rnan BHyLLIaeT Nogo3peHus.
Takol YenoBek ckopee MNonaéT Ha NpecTynieHne, HO He NoTepseT CBOE XMMbE N OBHMLLaEeT.
O NosepuTb 1 oTAaTb — (26)

(O CkasaTb, UTo oToAAMUTE, KaK NpuayT poautenm — (2)
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KeHga He BblTepnesn 1 rnokKasan el MMeHa B HaOeHHOW TaHCTBEHHOM KHUre.

— Kakoe uyno! Mo)keT, HaM OTKPbISIOCb MpeAckasaHne? — M3yMJieHHO CcKka3ana BepoHuka. Beuep
OblT POMAHTUYHbBIN U YIOTHbBIM.Ha ynunue 3akanan Menkmni goxab. XXeHa n BepoHuka XoTaT BMecTe
MOCMOTPETb KHUIMY OT Havana 4o KoHLa.

Nocne TUTYNbHOIO NnCTa OblNNO HECKOJbKO MYyCTbIX TNCTOB, @ MOTOM — OPpHaMeHTbl 13 )Keﬂyﬂ,el;l,
ManeHbKMe TEKCTbI Ha aHITTMNACKOM.

- XKanKo, 9 aHrMUNCKMI He 3Hato. Morna 6bl MepeBecTV. MoXeT, 3To 0 byayLleM, — C yibibKon
cKasana BepoHuka.

— ¢ 3HatO aHMMUNCKMI. 30ecb ByKBbI CITULLKOM 3arHyTble, HO MOXHO YMTaTb, — OTBETUN XKeH4d.
- He celyac. MNoka NpocTo NPOCMOTPUM, — UChyranacb BepoHuka.

Yron gBaguaTo no cyeTy CTpaHuLbl 3arHyT. BepoHuka cTana ero pa3rmbaTb 1 BOPYT yBUOE A
Ha crmbe Menkue ByKBbl. Pellnia Mx NMoCcMoTpeTb B yBeIUYMTeIbHOE CTeko. Koraa npoymnTana,
y>acHynacb. TaM HanucaH NaTUHCKMMKM ByKBaMU PYCCKMUI TEKCT: «kKTO Pa30rHeT CTPaHULLY, OKaxKeTcsa
B MHOM MUpe. 3TOT Crnb... U danblle cnoBa CTepTbl. BepoHMKa 6bICTPO Nornpocuia ero He pasrnbaTtb
yron. Ho YXeHqa Bce paBHO He moc/yLuan.

— Tbl Takow BeccTpallHbiv! A 6bl Nobosanach, - B3AporHyna BepoHuka.

CnycTa MUHYTY 06a MOoHAMNM, YTO ... HAXOOATCH Nocpenu... NoAAHbI, OKPYXXEHHOM MyCTbiMMU
3apocnamMu. BepoHuKe CcTano XonogHo. — [ae 3To Mbl? — yaMBUIach oHa. XXeHda Mondan. KHura 6bina y
Hero B pyKax.

O Danee — (3)
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BOT OHM CHOBa B TOM e oTOeNeHMM NoNULMK. Ha 3TOT pas C HMMUK pasroBapmBaeT 4OCTaTOUHO
Monogdada Aesyllka. OHa o4eHb yOMBIEHa, YTO KTO-TO 06paTuiCca K Hel ¢ Moao6bHOM Npocbbo.
HakoHeLl, oHa cornallaeTcs NpoBepmTb. HEMHOIO MOPLIBLLMCH BO BHYTPEeHHel 6a3e JaHHbIX, OHa
FOBOPUT, YTO HUKAKOWM KHUMM K HUM He MocTyrnano U 60/blle HUYEM HEe MOYKET NMOMOYb.

Hu XXeHq, HM BepoHWMKa He MMeIOT NpeacTaBNeHusa, UTO AeNaTbh B TaKOW CUTyaLMn. HakoHel,
BepoHKKa BCMOMUHAET, UTO Y UX poauTenemn eCTb 3HaKOMad, KOTopas U3ydaeT pegkme KHUrn. MoxxeTt
OHa YTO nocoBeTyeT?

O Bonblue He 3aHUMaTbCA PO3bICKaMM KHUMM — (26)

O O6paTuTbea K 3HakoMom — (16)



11

BepoHuKa npmxanack K HeMy 1 CKa3ana: «<HaBepHoe, Mey 0cobbln. BNecTuT oH 04eHb CUMbHO,
TOJIbKO KOr4a UM B3MaxHellb. Ha MeHa He Halo MaxaTb, @ TO 9 3aCTblHY». XXeHs rnagnT BOSIOCHI
BepoHUMKM...

- NHTepecHOo, a noyeMy 30ecb HeT ntogen? Hn ogHoro YenoBeka He BCTpEeTUIN, — CKa3allia
JeBYyLIKa, MPOCHYBLUWCD Mnocre nosiyapembl.

— He noHmMato. MoXKeT, 3TU OpaKoHbl 3axXBaTuM Bce? BOopyr oHM coxpanun Bcex? HeT, aToro He
MOXKeT 6blTb, HaBepHOE NoaM Nepecennnncb B Apyroe MecTo, — MPeanonoxmn XeHs.

3 yKPbITUA BbILLK TONbKO BMyKe K Bevepy. CTano npoxnagHo.
— Hebo Takoe cepoe. Hagetoch, 0oxasa He byaeT, — B3AoxXHyNa BepoHuka.

— MbI, MOX0OXKe, oCTaHeMcs 30ech. Hallu poauTeny NogyMatoT, YTo Mbl Mponanm 6e3 BecTu.
HauHyT pa3bliCKMBaTb. A Mbl YXM1BbI, TOTbKO B APYrOM MUpeE. XXMBEM OPYrOM XU3HbIO, — paccy>aaeT
XKeHq, nogymae o Hounere.

O MonbITaTbCsl ONATb COrHYTb YronoK — (6)

O NonTtn panbwe — (4)
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V3 nUcTbeB Nokasanuco ABa ApakoHa. OauH, TEMHO-3eMEéHbIN Obl y)Ke UM 3HaKOoM. BTopow 6bin
4YyTb MeHbLLE Pa3MepPOM, C BUPIO30BOM Yellyel. HeEoXMOaHHO OHU MPU3EMINIUCE KU OKPYXXUIN
CBOVMMMU TeNaMm OepPeBO, MOL KOTOPbIM NpdaTanack BepoHuka 1 XXeHqa. A 3aTeM BepoHuka
Mo4YyBCTBOBasa, Kak MPOCHYNachb.

Y10 33 OypaLKMIM COH, moayMara oHa? Kakada-To HeMOHATHaa KHUIMa, ApakKoHbl. N npuBmanTcs
e Takoe!

Ho crenytolmi coH 6bin He nydylle. CHUMoCh e, 6yaTo OHa UOET BOO/b BbICOKOM CepOol CTeHbl,
ofOHa. Houb, TEMHO, XONMOAHO. BAPYT CMbIWWT 3BYK LUYpPLUaHWA, OrnaabiBaeTca W... BUOMUT 60/bLLOM
MOTOK BO/bl, KOTOPbIM HadBMIrAeTCH Ha Hee C MPOXOTOM U LLYMOM. BepoHKKa BCKPUKUBAET U BbICTPO
6exxnT Bnepep. JoberaeT 40 KOHLA OOPOr, HOrM yCcTanu. A Boda Bce bnuxe, 6nmxke... 3abop
3aKaH4KMBaeTCH, Jasiee BbICOKAA CTEHa, KOTOPYIO, BMpo4eM, 1erko nepenestb. BepoHuka nbiTaetca
rMpeononeTb CTeHY, U B TOT MOMEHT MpochinaeTcs...

MpoMaaBLLUNCL BCKO HOUYb C HEMOHATHbLIMKM CHaMK, BepoHKMKa npocbinaeTcs yCTanada mn pa36MTa¢|.

O Danee — (26)
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YKeHa pelinn ycTyninTb BepoHUKe U OoTaan KHUXKKY.

— [lymato, He NpOoCTO Tak OHa HaM Monanacsk, - NpPogo/MKMNa BepoHmka. OHa orngHynach — He
BUOMUT NN MX KTO. K cHacTblo, BOKPYI HUKOIO HET, XOTb U MapK BCErA4a MHOTOMOOHbIN. YXeHa cnpdaTtan
KHUIY B CYMKY, 1 063 MOLUMW K BbIXOOY C CEPbe3HbIM BUOOM. M0 NyTK OHW HEe 0BCYXKOanm HaxoOkKy.
Boanuce, 4to ntoam MoryT ycnblwaThk. LLUnmn Mmonya. BepoHuka nogyMarna: MoXeT, He Hafo 6bi1o 6paTh
KHUIY? HO ecnm 3axoTenock, To, 3Ha4YUT, Hago. MHTyMUMSA noackasana npaBunibHo. CTpaxa He Obifio. A
0BbIYHO B TaKMX Ciydasax BepoHuKa oCcTopoyKHa, roToBa OTroBOPUTb. Ho He cTana. OH-TO U He
mcnyrancs, naxke obpagoBancs.

Heckonbko YacoB cnycTa XXeHa cMOoTpen TeNleBM30p B cBoen KBapTMpe. HeoxkmaoaHHO
3a3BOHW MOBUNBbHbIN Te}'lerOH. Ha sKpaHe BbICBETUNOCH — BepoHuKa. XXeHd BCMTOMHUIT: OH Ke
npurnacun ee Ha Bedep! Ha yacax Moyt cemMb, a OH 3abbin o npurnaweHmn.

—[MpwuBeT, Korga NpMxoanTb? — cnpocuna BepoHuKa Mrpmeo. — Moxellb cenyac. [loMa 9 oauH,
pOOUTENM B HOUHYIO CMEHY, - OTBETU XKeHs.

- g, NpUHecy KHUTY, — CKa3aa BepoHukKa, MoBecuB TPYy6Ky.

OHa npuLwnia crycTs nosdaca. HactpoeHume y Hee Ternepb xopollee.

O Danee — (9)
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YKeHqa yBnekca paccMaTprBaHMEM KapTUHKKU U BOPY MOYyBCTBOBA/I, UTO 3acbhinaeT. BbicTpo
3aKpPbIN KHUTY. 3a3BOHUT MOBUIMbHbIN TenedoH. Ha akpaHe BbicBETUNOCH — BepoHuKa. XKeHd
BCMOMHMIT: OH e MpuWriacun ee Ha Bedep! Ha Yacax MoYTM CeMb, @ OH 3abbis1 O MpUrnaLteHunu.
CNnoBHO KHUIa oKasasa Ha Hero rmnHoT1MYeckoe Bo3aencTeme.

—[MpwuBeT, Korga NpMxoanTb? — cnpocuna BepoHuKa Mrpmeo. — MoXkellb cenyac. [loMa 9 oauH,
poouTEN B HOUYHYIO CMEHY, - oTBeTUN XXeHd. BepoHuka coenana ot6oum.

XKeHa cHOoBa B34/ TAUHCTBEHHYIO KHUTY. TOMbKO celvac peLlns NoCMoTPeTb rofd U3gaHung, Yero
He XoTen paHblie. [oga n3gaHua HUrOe HeT. MpoBepun 0610XKKY, dop3aLlbl... Pellnn cHoBa cripaTaTb.

BepoHuMKa npuwinia cnycta rnonyaca. HacTpoeHue y Hee Tenepb Xopollee.

O Danee — (9)
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BepoHVKa Npennoxunia BonTu. XenesHble BOpOoTa 3aMKa OTKPbITbl, OT BETPa TUXO CKPUMMT.
O60UM CTPaLLUHO U OHOBPEMEHHO MHTEPECHO. XXeHA O0/Ir0 CMOTPEN Ha NPOoPXKaBeBLLYIO ABEPb,
3aTeM C TPY/OOM MOTSHY ee Ha cebs. K cuacTblo, OTKPbITb YAanochk. MaxHylo CbipocTbio. B 3aMmke
OKa3a/10Cb TEMHO, HE CUMTas CBETa, MPOHMKAaBLLUEro B OkHa. BepoHuMKa ncnyranach. Y YXeHu ¢ cobom
OKa3aMUCb CMNYKM.

— OHU ele He oTcblipenu, — obpaaoBanacbk BepoHuka. OH 3ayker CnYKy Y OCMOTPEN
MPOCTOPHbIM xon. CneBa 3aMeTus nectTHuuy. MNponaa HeMHOro Bnepem, 3aMmep pesKo.

-Y707? — cnpocuna nepenyraHHaa BepoHWKa, 1 CKOPO YBUAENA Y CEPON CTEHbI TEMHbI
Mpo3paYvHbli CUMY3T. KaykeTcq, 3TOT CUYST Ha HUX CMOTPUT.

—YT0 3TO TaKoe TaM? — 3aMnKaACb, CKa3asia OHa.

— Noxoy)ka Ha... MPU3PaKOoB, - HEPBHO OTBETUS XeHd. [danblue naTm He XoTenocb. BepoHumka
3aMeTunsa, UTO OANMH N3 CNJTYSTOB pPacCCesiCA. Ha BTOpOM e pa3srnagena nmuo. Ho oonro cMoTpeTb Ha
HUX He CMOTIa...

YKeHqa rnoluen Hasag, B349B ee nofd pyky. Cnimuka noTtyxna. 3axer gpyryto. CneBa B TEMHOTE
3aMeTHO npoeM 6e3 aBepu.

- MoyKeT, TaM BTOpOWM Bbixod? — NoayMarna BepoHuka. OHU 6bICTpo BGewanu Tyaa, 1 B TOT
MOMEHT YTO-TO ynano NpsaMo Ha ux nyTu. Cnndka cHoBa noracra. Noka XXeHgd NbiTancs 3a)keyb HOBY!O,
JeByLlIKa Ha OLLyMb onpeaenmna, Yto Ha Nosny BandeTcd MHOMo oAexabl M KaKOW-TO OCTPbIN NpeaMeT.

& «llocemeHnue 3amMxar»
O Danee — (35)
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3HaKOMas OKa3blBaETCS XEHLWMHOW NeT copoka. OHa BHMMaTENbHO BbIC/YLLUMBAET OMMUCaHNE
KHUTU N OaXXe HECKOJTIbKO Pa3 OTXOAUNT K KHVMXXHbIM MOJIKaM U JTIMCTaEeT KaKMNe-TO KaTasioru.

— Ecnun Bbl AENCTBUTENBHO BUOENN 3TY KHUTY, — HAKOHEL, FOBOPUT OHa, — TO Nepen BaMu 6bin
O[MH U3 TPEX COXPaHMBLLMXCH B MUpPe DK3eMMIApOoB «[1poToKona BefbMy». [JJOMKHO BblTb, KAKON-TO
MPEecTYNMHUK crpdaTan eé B NapKe. 3TO OYeHb LIeHHasa KHUIa, 1 ecfin eé BbiBe3yT U3 CTpaHbl, 3To byaeT
6onblluaga noTepsd ANA Haller KynbTypbl.

B crenytolme HECKOMbKO Hedesb B XXeHe 1 BepoHuWKe 3arngabiBatoT Nnoauv B GopMe U
rnoapo6bHO paccrpallMBatoT BCe, UTO OHUM 3HaNW. [TOTOM NpeKpallaloT XOOAUTb U Yepes3 HECKObKO
MecsLEeB MCTOPKS NoYTK 3abbiBaeTcd. Ho ogHaxXKObl BepoHMKa, CMOTPA Tef1eBM30P, BHE3aMHO BUOMUT,
KaK B HOBOCTSIX PANopTYyOT O 3a4ePXXaHMM NOMMNLENCKOro, KOTOPbIN MOXUTUN PeOKY KHUTY U
MPEUBAEK 3HAMEHUTYIO NPECTYMNHYO FPYMMNMPOBKY A9 TOro, YTOObl NepenpaBunTb €& 3a rpaHmuy. Camy
KHUIY TOXKE MOKa3blBAOT KPYMHbIM MIAaHOM. HUKaKMX COMHEHUM HeT — 3To 6bila MMEeHHO oHa!
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Mpupoaa BOKPYr MpadHada. 3apoc/in AepeBbeB, IMCTbA KOTOPbIX YyKe MoXKenTenm. MHoro
3apoclumnx xoniMoB. CKopo BAanm nokasanach peka.

- ¢ ycTana. Xo4y OTOOXHYTb, — CKa3ana BepoHuka. Y Hee 3abonena rofioBa, HO Xo4eTca HOBOM
YKU3HW. EM KaXkeTcd, YTO OHa CTasa repomHeln Kakoro-to duabmMa. PoomuTtenam HMUYEro He PacCKaXkeT,
HO Takoe B cebe He yaep»kMlb! A eCcnn paccKaxkellb, MPUMYT 3a HEHOPMaSbHY!IO.

BoBoeM oHU cenu OTOOXHYTb Ha 6e|oer peKn. CI'IyCTQ MUHYTY BepOHl/IKa 3axoTesla NnTb.

— Xopoluo, YTo Aoraganach B3aTb ¢ co6oM ABe ByTbiiKe BoAbl. Ha BCakmin ciiydan. Xneb u
MepCcuKM NpuxeaTnIa, — CKasasaa OHa, OTKPbIBas CyMKy. CKOPO M eCTb 3aX0TesoCh...

XKeHsa nonro cMoTpen Ha Bofy, a MOTOM CKa3all: «4a, 30eCb XOPOLLO» M 06HAN BepoHmKy.

MocMOTPEB Ha Yachl, AeBYLLKa YAMBWIACH: yyKe NMofoBMHa YeTBepToro! Bpema crioBHO 6bicTpee
rnowio. OHa Npoluna A0 KoHLa bepera 1 yBmuaena koe-4to ocoboe. Ha MpoTUMBOMOMOXHOM bGepery
cTodaNa rmraHTCKaa cTaTyd 13 pO30BOro KaMH4, MoxXoykas Ha ApakoHa. Boanu, B TyMaHe, BUOHENCh
KOHTYPbI pa3BasivH. BepoHKKa MpocTo 3aMepna.

— MIHTepecHO, MOXXHO Tya NonacTb? — non6onbITCTBOBa A OHa. [JoroBopuTb He ycnena,
MOTOMY UTO yBMOes1a, KaK OKOJ10 pa3BalivH nponeTesio He4uTo B6onbloe, MoxXoyee Ha NTU Ly.

— CMoTpU, BepoHuKa, gpaKoH! — BOCKNMKHY M XXeH4.
- BwmKy. Ho a oyMato, 3To He OpaKoH, — oTBeTMNa BepoHumka. XXeHa BcTan ¢ 3eMn.
- Woem ganblie. Hagoeno TyT CMAeTb, — CKa3as OH, W Npeanonoxun ABmMratbca rno 6epery Ha

BOCTOK.

O Danee — (29)
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C TpyOooM Npuas B cebga cnycTda Yac, AeByLUIKa BUOUT BOKPYT MHOMO NO4eN, MPOCTOPHYO
KOMHATY C MOTOMIKOM U AOLAaTbIMK cTeHaMM. CaMa »Ke N1EXXMT Ha KPOBaTK, B CBOEM K& MOKPOM MJiaTbe.

- Oe a? — cnpalumMBaeT pasapax)eHHo, paccMaTpuBad 06CTaHOBKY.

— B xopowem MmecTe. NpopBano wnto3bl, 3aTOMNMI0 NOMOBMHY ropogda. MHOro nrogemn crnaceHo,
—oTBeYaeT MobAM30CTM 3HAKOMBbIN rofioc. BepoHuka elle pa3 ocMaTpmBaeTcsa BOKPYT M BAPYT BUOAMT
cpenu criaceHHbIX XXeHto!

— Ox, Tbl! Tbl TOXKe TyT! Kak Tebsa cnacium, paccKaXkm — BOCKIMKHYJA BOCTOpyKeHHas BepoHuKa.
YKeHqa oTBeYaeT: «<TBOM COH oKa3sasca NpopoyecknM. A 6bin foMa, BoAa, X/blHy1a MpAMO B MOU ABEPMU.
A Tak Nepenyrancsa, xotTenock Teb6a NpenynpeanTb, HO CKOPO CTano NMPOCTO HeMb34a BbIXoaMTb. Paaa,
UTO XKMBa MOSl CeEMbsI». BepoHKKa 3aMMpaeT. 3a OKHOM CBeTaeT.

—YTo Tenepb »KOET BCeX? — B3OOXHY 1 XKeHs.

- Bce npongeT, 6yOeT XOpOoLUO, - yCroKamBaeT ero BepoHuMKa, 1 TyT e 3ayMblBaeTcy,
BCMOMWHAET NEPEXKNTOE N CBOIO CEMbIO.

—3p0ecb TPW 3Ta)>Xa, KOMHaT MHOTO, BCe OBUTKOM Ha6l/ITbI, nogbMm — obHagexxmsaeT HeHd, —TyT U
TBOW, HaBepHOe.

— A TBOA CeMbs, 3HAUUT, TOXKe TyT? — CcnpawnmBaeT BepOHI/IKa. — KoHeuyHOo, BOT OHMW.

O Danee — (38)
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YKeHe Hago HeMeaNeHHO OencTBOBaTb. KaKyto Bellb M3 3aMKa MOXXHO MPUMEHUTL MPOTUB
OpaKoHa?

QO CraTyaTka B popMe MOHaxa, flevallero AopakoHa — (24)
O Meu — (27)
O Nocox — (21)
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— CMOTpW, OHa e ApakoH! BoT KeM OHa Oka3anacb Ha caMoM ferne, — 3akpuyana BepoHuka B
yrKace. XXeHdq, He pa3dyMbiBag HW CeKYHObl, 3aMaxHyIca MeUYoM, Ka3anochk, yaapws no 3ye, Ho Mey
BOTKHYJICA B KaKyo-Ty BO3OYLUHYO Maccy, BOPYr CryCTUBLLYIOCH BOKPYI MOHCTPA... [1pakoH 3aMep B
BO3aOyxe. [11a3a Kak CTeK/IaHHble, HO BCe paBHO He MepTBble, XXMBbIe.

— BoT Tak! — Bo36y»aeHHO npounsHecna BepoHuKa. Yepes MUHYTY KHMIa Bbinana 13 nan
ApakKoHa, BepoHuka TyT e ee cxBaTmnia. O6oxKa KHUIMM NoKpacHena, CTpaHULLbl CBEPHYWUCH, B
rnasax y o6omx noteMHeno...

BepoHuKa 1 XeHa o4HYNNCh B KBapTUpe XXeHU, Ha AMBaHe. B KoMHaTe TeMHO, 38 OKHOM
rMo3oHMIN Bedep. M3 Kopuaopa 6bi CliblleH pa3roBop poautenei XXeHu. — HaBepHoe, Teb4d yxKe nuleT
MUAULKS, - CKa3ana BepoHuka, ornagbiBasdch. CKOPO OHa 3aMeTWa, UTO KHMIMa NEXUT PAOOM, MpuyeMm
ee 06/10)KKa NOTyCKHesa. XXeH:A XOoTe/l pacKpbITb, HO HE OTKPbIBallacb — CTPaHMLbl CTOBHO CPOCCD,
cnunnuce! BepoHunka Toyke NpoBepuia — He OTKpPbIBaeTcs.

—YTO C HEM NPOM30LWINO? — yOAMBUIACH OHa.

— He xouy gayke 3HaTb. 9 ocTaBMo ee y ceba UMK Jayke BbIKUHY TaM, rae Hallufn. HeT, oToam B
KaKOM-HMOyOb aHTUKBAPHbIN MarasmH, My3en. HeT, Bce-TakM BbIKMHY, — OTBETUI XKeHdA. BepoHuka
cobupaeTcsa kK cebe goOMoW.

— A KaK 06bACHUTb POOUTENAM, OTKYAa Mbl 30eCb B3ANMCbh? MNoBepaAT M OHM? YTO UM CcKas3aTb? —
B30POrHy1a oHa.

- Mpwuaymato, — ckaszan XXeHqa. BepoHuKa BbiLLa M3 KOMHaTbI. Poautenm XXeHu 6blnn Ha KyXHe.
MNpw BMae Hee cnpocunu: «OK, YTO Tbl 34ECh Aenaellb?». XXeHa 1 BepoHmKa MOHANM: HUKTO OaXKe He
3aMeTUN UX OTCYTCTBUS.

— BoT yTO 3HAUUT napanneﬂbeM MUP, Tbl N TYT N TaM, — Fﬂy6OKOMbICJ’IeHHO npounsHec XXeHq.

21

YKeHa noTaHynca ¢ Nnosacy B Hagexae HallynaTb Mocox. Ho ero Tam He 6bin1o. Heyykenu oH
BbIBannnca Ha 6ery? A 6bi/1 1 BoobLLe 3TOT MOCOX B 3aMKe UK YKeHe ToNbKo nodyamnnoch? K
COXaNeHWIo, OTBET Ha STOT BOMPOC UCKaTb yXKe NO34HO.

O Danee — (12)
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BepOHMKa CTapaeTCd He BCNIOMUMHATb MPEeXHK XXN3Hb, HO 2TO TPYAOHO. B roy10BY Ne3yT MbIC/TN
06 leTHOl7| KBapTMnpe, n306mMInn nMMTaHWg, MarasmHax... OT BOCMOMMHAHWM HAa4YMHAEeTCa OYeHb
CUNbHaA rpycCrb. B rONT0OBY NNe3yT MbIC/TN 06 yI-OTHOIZ kBapTMpe. OHa OO0 CUX NMOP HE MOMHUT Hayana
KaTaCTpOd)bl. BcnnbiBatoT B NaMaTH O6prBKM—HO‘—Ib, X004, B3pPbIBbl. [TpOoLWyo XXM3Hb MOMHUT APKO, a
BOT Ha4as10 KaTaK/in3Ma — INMpPoOCTO CTEPTO U3 NMaMATU.

PoouTtenn BepoHUKM XXMBbl — OHa B 9TOM He COMHeBaeTcs. [1o KaTacTpodbl OHM yexanu B
npuropom, pas B Hefento nmcanu nmMcbMa no nHTepHeTy. Katactpoda npnbnmsmnacb HesamMeTHo. [o
Hee CUMbHble MOPO3bI.

BepoHuKa 1 XeHa BbIXXUW. 3a OAMH OeHb He BCTPETUNN HW OyLin. B joMe BepoHMKMY,
HaMoMOBMHY YyLIeNeBLUEM, COXPaHMTOCh TOMbKO TPU 3Taka, a ee KBapTMpa Ha nepBoM. KBapTupbl
ceMyac y»ke HeT. BepoHMKe rpyCTHO BUOETb KAMEHHYIO A4eiKy ¢ 06BalMBLUMMKUCSA CTeHaMU. TaM elle
MOXXHO YXWTb, XOTb OUE€Hb XONOAHO. BepoHMKa CMOrna COXpPaHUTb HEMHOIO MPOMUTaHWS U Oae
OEHer, XOTb M OHUW 60o/bLLE HE HY>KHbI.

XKeHa NobuT BepoHUKY 1 MpK TakMx 06CToaTeNbCTBaXx.

- VIHTepecHOo, BbXXU KTO-HMOBYOb B HalleM paloHe 1 BoobLe?

BepoHuka MonuuT. [eByllKa OOCTaeT U3 KapMaHa KyCOK xreba, pa3aenmna Ha OBouX.
Ha nyTun nonagatoTca yluenesLime goma.

— O, OHW He Pa3pPyLUUNCD, - yOMBRFaeTCca XeHd.

— Ho TaM HMKOro HerT. HOCMOTpM, Y TOIro KpaCHOro 3gaHunga TpellHa BO BCKO CTeHY, - OPO0Xa OT
XOJloOa OoTBeYaeT AeByLlKa. OHa Y>XXe 3aMep3/ia, a OT MbIC/TN, UTO OTOIMJ1IEHNA N BOAObl XXOaTb He
npmMxXognTcd eLle xonogHen. Ho oHa Bce PaBHO BEPUT B Niydllee.

YeHsa 1 BepoHuKa 0o cvx Nop He MOryT MPUBbLIKHYTb K HAacTyrnyBLLEeN o6CcTaHOBKe. 3MMa O4YeHb
X0fioHas, KakoW HMKorga He Oblf1o BO BCEM MCTOPUK ropoda. Tensa HeT B COXpaHMBLIMXCA AOMaX.
BepoHuKa y)ke 0aBHO NpocTyamiach. BbhKUTb XxoueTca 060MM...

23

Bnvykanwee otoeneHre MBL pacrnonaranocb OKOo »efne3Hom goporn. Ero tTepputopms 6oina
OropoOyKeHHa YE€PHbIM »ene3HblM 3ab0opoM, BCS NMOpoca AepeBbAMM, TaK UYTO M3BHE HeNb3da Oblno
[a)ke pa3rnanetb caMo 3gaHue. MNponasa KMPNUYHyo 6y0ouKy KOHTPOMTbHOMO MOCTa NOAULMMK, OHK
MPOLUN K CUHEMY 06LLapnaHHOMY CTpoeHMto. OHO, BEPOATHO He PEMOHTMPOBANOCh eLlé ¢ 80-X
rofoB, korga v 6110 NocTpoeHo. COTPYAHWK MOAMLMU, TOXKE KaKOM-TO MOMATbIN, HEKOTOPbIE BpeMs
He MOT MOHATb YTO OT HEro xoT4aT, Aa M MOTOM BCe CBOMM BUAOM MOKa3blBasl, YTO HE CTOUT TPATUTb
BpeMs Ha TaKkyto MenoYyéBky. OOHaKO BCE e B34/1 KHUTY U BHUMATEIbHO CTall €€ ocMaTpmBaTh. Hepes
rnapy MUHYT OH CMOTpes Ha XXeHIo U BepoHUKY yrKe OpYyrUuM B3rfsaLoM M cornacusics, pagm
NCKOYEHMA MPUHATD 3TY KHUMY U pa3blCKaTb €€ Bnagenbla.

O Danee — (32)
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YKeHd ollynan KapMaHbl. K coxaneHmo cTaTyaTKM TaM He 6bin0. JoMKHO 6biTh, OHa BbiBanuniach
BO BpeMd bera.

O Danee — (12)
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Y BbIXxO4a M3 NapkKa B 3apocax BbICOKOM TpaBbl BepoHMKa 3aMeTuna KHUry, npmyemM CTpaHHoOro
BMOQ — B XKe/1e3HoM C OpHaMeHTOM 0bBNoXKe.

— 9 nowmay, NTOCMOTPIO, YTO 3TO 3a KHMIMA. O4eHb MHTEPECHO MHe, — CKa3asla AeBYLUKa. XXeHsa Toxke
yameuncsa. OHM BMeCTe TMXO MOLOLUMN K Haxo4Ke.

- O6paTl/I BHMMaHWMeE, KaK OHa NexxuT. NpamMo nofg BbICOKOM TpaBOl;I, Ha 3emMne. TofbKo 9 cMorna
pas3rnganeTb, — UTPUBO CKa3asla BepoHMKa, akKypaTHO B39B KHUTY.

Haxo[Ka oka3anacb o4eHb TAXKeNoW. YXeHs npensioxms oTKpbITb Ha MepBol cTpaHuue. CaM He
XO4UeT OTKPbIBaTb. BepoHMKa OTKPbI1a OCTOPOXHO Ha TUTYIbHOM fKcTe. ByMara cTpaHuu, »xentoBaTad,
TOHKasa U HENPUATHAA Ha oLLyMb. Ha TUTYNbHOM IUCTE HMUYEro He HammcaHo, COBCEM YUCTO.

- Jlydule nepeBepHU cpasy TPW CTPaHULLbl, — MOCOBETOBa XXeHq. BepoHuKa nepesepHya Tpu
CTpaHULLbI.

— OM! — BCKpUKHYNa oHa OT y»kaca. Ha yeTBepTom cTpaHuue 60MblUnMM ByKBaMU, M NaTUHCKUMMN
M PYCCKMMMU, HO OYE€Hb MOHATHO HAaMMCaHO: «3Ta KHWIa ABNAETCH BXOLOM B MHble MUpPbI». [JoNro
CMOTpena Ha 3TV C/0Ba, CTOBHO MO[, FTMMHO30M, a8 MOTOM HEBOJ/IbHO BblpoHWIa GONMaHT. XKeHa Hadan
NNCTaTb CTPaHULLbI APOXaLLMMU OT BOSIHEHUS pyKaMu. CTpaHULbl OT BbICTPOrro nepenmcTbiBaHus
pBanuceb.

— ¢ Xo4y B34Tb KHUTY cebe. HO Tbl HUKOMY He roBopW. Byoy XpaHWTb TalHO OT BCeX, KpoMe
POLHbIX, - CKa3al OH BO36Y»KOeHHO.

BepoHuka oTBeTUNA:!
O - MoxerT, a9 Bo3zbMy? — (13)
O - Da 6epwn, a uHorga nasan MHe rnoymTaTtb. — (28)

(O -HaM Hago oTaaTb 3Ty KHUry Bnagenbuam! — (30)
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Heckonbko gHeln cnycTa BepoHKKa Bo3BpaLlaeTca 4OMOM OT XXeHu Yepes Nepeynok, rae Het
doHapen. Xonopa y»acHbIM. Apko cBeTUT NyHa. Hebo TeMHoe.

BoT yyke 0oxoauT 00 KaMeHHOWM orpabl, M BOPYT yXKacaeTca: Ha 3eM/1e OFPOMHbIe Ny>KU,
KOTOPbIX AHEM He 6blno. [Jloxaa cerogHsa HeT. HeBonMbHO BCMOMKMHAET COH. Ternepb ee NoxoakKa
MeaseHHasa 1 ocTopoxkHada. Cepaue BepoHUKM CUMNbHO 6beTcs, HaKaTbiBaeT yyxkac. CKOpO HayMHaeTcs
MENKMNIM NPOTUBHbIN OOXKAOMK.

BepoHuKa KpageTca paaoM C orpanow, dep»ach 3a Hee, C/TOBHO MbaHada. XoueT Mo3BOHUTb
KOMY-HUBYyOb U3 OpYy3el 1 BOPYT BCMOMUHAET, UTO HeT TeniedoHa. MNepeynok 3ToT 6biBaeT MOAHbIM,
JaXke HodaMU, a cerofHs 3aechb Hu OyLn. BepoHrKa 06blYHO HMYero He 6om1Tcs, a B 9TOT Bedep
CTPaLUHO MO-HACTOSALLEMY.

O6bonaa orpagdy, AeByLIKa YyTb He TepdaeT CO3HaHMe — No 3eMrie TeyeT LUMPOKMIA MOTOK BoAbl!

MpWyKMMaeTca K cTeHe elle 60/blie M 3aMUpaeT B MOTHOM pacTepaHHOCTM OT CTpaxa. [MoTok
cTan wupe. Boga MyTHaq, rpa3HoBaTas, ABUMyKeTCH BbICTPO, C LiyMOoM! B KOHLE KOHLIOB, MepenyraHHaga
[0 CMepTn BepoHrKa nepenesaeT Yepes orpany. 3a orpadon HeT OepeBbeB, NyCTo.

BcKkope HeoxMaoaHHO 0OHapY>KMBaeT, YTO O4Ha M3 CTEH pa3pyLlUeHa. BbicTpo HanpaBngeTcs K
Hew. YyBcTBYyeT 60/b B HOrax, CU/ HeT, oT xonoaa TpsaceT. C TPYAOM nepenesaeT pasBalimHbl.
Mony4aeTcs BCKapabKaTbCs HaBepX CTeHbI, YTOBbl HEMHOIO NepPeaoXHYTb. [1pO MOTOK He Xo4eTcs
OyMaTb, XoueTcda 0 HeM 3abbITb. HO He yoaeTca: CnycTa ceKyHObl BepoHUKY OKaTbiBaeT XON04HOMN
BoMTHOW. OHa BCKPUKMBAET M HaYMHaeT OToABMIaThCA.

BosniHa 3anmBaeT cTeHy. [leByllKa cagnTca Ha Kpal;I CTE€HDbI, HO C}'Iyl-lal;IHO COCKaJib3bIBaeT. YCren
YUENMNTbCA 3a BbICTYT, 6bICTpO NMOHMMaET : BOOa 3a/1iJ1a BCe, NoOHMMaeTCH KBepXYy, CKOpPO
NOAHNMETCH BblLLE CTEH.

O Danee — (37)
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—Trwe! He BblgaBan Hac! — ogepHyn NapeHb. OHa NpuXKanacb NMLOM K ero niedy. LLlopox ctan
elle 6numxe, C AepeBbeB OCbINaNMChb NNCTbA. XXeHsd B3a/1 Med 1 cKa3asl: «g Nonpobyto yOuTb 3Toro
OpaKoHal»

—'NaBHoOe — cebqa Beperun! 9 6otoch 3a Tebq, — BepoHuKa yxke obeccunena.

— He BonHymnca! — wenHyn XXeHq. lNouenoBan ee B LLEKY M TUXO BbllLeN U3 3apocnien. [JpakoH
npobupanca ckBo3b AepeBbs. Mano Toro — No6smM30CcTn 3aMeTU BTOPOro APakoHa, YyTb MeHbLUe
pasMepoM, c BUPO30BOM Yellyeln. XKeHs cHadana ncryrancs 1 3amMep. Ha Bcaku crnydai nogHan
Meu. [1paKOHblI OKPYXXUKM ero, MpUroToBUINCL HanaaaTh. [la3a OgHOro 3aropesinch, HaBoasa y>Kac.
YeHa 3aMaxHyca Ha Hero MeYyoM. [IpakoH, Kak HM CTpaHHO, 3aMep. MoBuC B Bo3ayXe, 6e3 OBMKEHUS.
[axke rnasa cTtanm NoxoXXMMKM Ha CTEKNFHHbIe. XXeHa yanBuMacs.

Moka OH Pa3MbILLIAA O CUTYaLMK, CreayloLMi OpakoH noakpanca K HeMy csagum. OT
HEOXMAAHHOCTU XXeHA BCKPUKHY/T M CHOBa 3aMaxHy/1cs. B 3TOT pa3 ApakoH, B3MaxXHYB XBOCTOM,
BbIBUT MeY 13 ero pyK. He ycrnen nogobpatb, Kak Allep BLENUACH KOFTAMU B €ro OfeXay, a 3aTeM 1 B
Teno. XXeHa no4vyBCcTBOBas 60/b, HO BCe-TaKM CMOT OOTAHYTbCA 0O MeYa. Ene-efe cMor, KpUBACH OT
6onu. dep»aTb TPYAHO, HO cTapaeTcs. [1pakoH yyKe HacTyrnaeT. YXeHa cMor yaapuTb ero no 60Ky r
rnocre yoapa OpakKoH 3aMep, 3acTbifl1 B BO3ayxe 6e3 ABUKeHUd, Kak 1 NepBbii. XXeHa obpagosancs.
PaccMaTpuBaeT MeY, AyMad: modeMy TaK NMPOoUCXOanUT? MoyKeT, Mey MMeeT 0Ccobyto CUy MpX B3Maxe?
Monpo6oean elle pa3 UM B3MaxHyTb. TO/TIbKO ceMyac 3aMeTu/1, YTO NMPU B3Maxe Med ApKo B/1ecTuT.
MopyMan: «<HaBepHoe, 3TOT B1IeCK MMMHOTUYECKUN». Borblue pa3ayMbliBaTb HET cun. BepHynca K
BepoHuke. BepoHuka nnadvet. OHa yBepeHa, UTo ee nobmumoro 6onblue HeT. Korga oH nogoLues, oHa
He NoBepwWs CBOMM rfasaM: «Tbl... XXMB! Kak Tebe yaanocb CnpaBUTbCs C APakoOHOM?» XXeHd e Bce
pacckasarn.

O Danee — (11)
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— [dyMato, He NpOoCTO Tak OHa HaM MNornanack, - NpPoao/HKuUNa BepoHuka. OHa ornaHyach — He
BUOUT NN UX KTO. K cHaCTbio, BOKPYT HMKOIO HET, XOTb M MapK BCcerga MHOroMoaHbIN. XXeHd cripaTtan
KHUTY B CYMKY, M 06a MOLLMM K BbIXOAY C CEPbe3HbIM BUAOM. [0 MyTU OHUM He 06CY»KOann HaxoOKy.
Boanuch, 4To noan MoryT ycnbiwaTb. LU Monda. BepoHuka nogyMarna: MoyKeT, He Hago 6bir1o 6paTb
KHUIY? HO ecnun 3axoTenoch, To, 3Ha4YUT, Hago. MHTyMUMa nogckasana npaBunbHo. CTpaxa He 6bifio. A
06bIYHO B TaKUX Cllydaax BepoHKKa OCTOPOXKHa, roToBa OTroBOpPUTb. Ho He cTana. OH-TO 1 He
mucnyrancs, naxke obpagosancs.

Mpwvaa goMoM, XXeHga cripaTan KHUTY B LWKad4KMK, He MoKasasB HMKOMY. Pellnn nokasaTtbh ee
poOuTEeNdaM, HO TOMbKO Yepes Tpu OHA. Brivyke K Beuepy O0CTan KHUTY, OTKPbI Ha MepBo CTpaHuLe.
M 6bin MopaykeH No-HacTodLEMY: Ha MePBOM CTPaHULIE HanMCcaHbl MMeHa «EBreHnii» U «BepoHKnKa»
NaTUHCKMMK ByKBaMuU! MoxkeT, coBrageHme? XXeHa OpoykallMMK NanbLaMm nepesepHy CTPaHULLy.
TaM HapMCcoBaH KaKoM-TO Mern3ay, MOXOXKMIM Ha CKas3oUHbIM. Huyero He moanmMcaHo. Ha cneaytolem
CTPaHMLLEe TOT XKe Men3ax, TONMbKO LiBETHOM. XXeHs Hadan ero paccMaTpmBaTh. LiBeTa apkuMe, oueHb
MOXOyKe Ha COBPEeMeHHbIN PUCYHOK. [MTaBHOEe MeCTO 3aHKMaeT 3e/1eHas NosaHa, OKPY>KeHHas
aepeBbaMun. Boanu BMaHo 3aMok. Ha cepefvHe nonsHbl pacTyT 6osblike SpKo-KpacHble rprbbl.

O Danee — (14)
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CKOpO BOKpPYT CTasno elle TyMaHHee. [lepeBbsa CTanin NonagatbCa TOMbKO cyxme. BepoHunke
BOPYI CTaslio XXYTKO.

— § Xo4y BEpPHYTbCH AOMON. TYT MHE CTpallHo. [1lal MHE KHUTY, — MOAaBNeHHO CKa3asia oHa.

— d Toxke xouy. [laBawn BepHeMcs, — cornacusca XXeHqa. BepoHuKa Hallla B KHUIMe 3arHyTyko
CTpaHULy, Ha4yana MeaneHHo pasrnbaTb.

- YTo Takoe? Pa3orHyia 3ToT YrofloK, a AOMOW Mbl He rnonanu! — BCKpUKHYyMa rnepenyraHHaga
OeByLlKa.

— MoXKeT, CpOK AENCTBUS OrpaHnYeH? — 3aKkpumdan XXeHs.
— Kak Tenepb »xnTb? — BepoHMKa B OTHaAAHUNI.

- KHUry octaBuM rnpwu cebe. M 6yagemM HagedaTcs Ha Nydllee, — CMOoKoMHO cka3an XeHa. Oba
3aMepsiv B HEQOYMEHUMU.

— CMOTpPMK, ONaTb YTO-TO NeTUT! — roBopUT BepoHrKa, nobreaHeBLLas M paccTpoeHHadq.

— Bce-TakuM 3TOo CyLEeCTBO C XBOCTOM, LLEO O/TMHHYIO BUMXKY, — BCMOTpesica XXeHda. — Hey»kenm
OpaKoH?

Moka OHW FrOBOPWIK, B TyMaHe ondaTb MoKasasicsa CUNYaT, Ha 3TOT pa3 brvke.

— CMOTpMU, OH C KpbiNbaMK. BUOHO Oaxke Yellyto. 3HaAUMT, 30eCb OPaKOHbl peaslbHO CYLLECTBYIOT.
A He o)xxmnpgan Takoro! — ¢ BOCTOProM ckasasn XXeHd. EMy ctano mHTepecHo. NonHOCTbIO Mponan CTpax.
BepoHuKa ke HaO60pOT, HanyraHa. CI'IpﬂTaJ'IaCb 3a ero cnuHy. B ee ronoee Tenepb 0gHa MbIC/b: KaK
cractucbk? e HpﬂTaTbCﬂ? [na Hee B 2TOT MOMEHT IMaBHOE — OCTaTbCS YXMBOW.

O BexaTb K 3apocnsiM aepeBbes nosaam — (33)

O CnpsaTaTbcs 3a KpYyTbiM 06PbIBOM peKn — (34)
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Ho kak nepenatb KHUTY BnagenbLy?

O O6paTuTbesa B Nnonuumio — (23)

O OaTtb o6bsiBNEeHUE 0 Npona)e KHUrm — (36)
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- Y10 c TOBOM? Thl Takad 6GredHad, — CrpallMBaeT HanpsaXKeHHo. — MpocTo aena, - oTBeYaeT
BepoHuKa 3a0yMUMBO.

— Xoyellb, 9 paccKaxky Tebe cBo coH? OH MPOCTO HAaCTOJ1bKO CTpaLIJHbIl7I, 4YTO OCTaBWJ1 CJ1IbHOE
BrievyaTrieHume.

— [daBaw, MHe JaXe MHTepeCHO cTano.

BepoHuKa pacckasblBaeT COH Mea/IeHHO 1 NogpoBHO.
— Hy 1 coH! —yaounesnaetcsa XXeHq.

- He Mory ero 3abbiTb, - 4obaBuna BepoHuka.

— 3Hal, 3TO BCEro NWLLUb COH, - YCrokKamnBaeT OH. 3aTteM BMecTe CMOTPAT TENEBU3OP, MbIOT KOCIDe,
Pa3roBapmBakoT, CNOAT B MHTEPHETE, a TaKXKe BCNMOMUNHAOT Cﬂy‘-lal;I C TOM KHUrow. BHe3anHo
BepoHUMKy noceLlaeT CTpaHHag MbIC/b. YTO, €CnN COH KaK-TO CBA3aH C TOM KHMIOM?

O Da He, 6pen kKakon-To — (26)

O MNpoBepuTb, UTO CTano ¢ To KHUrom — (10)
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MpoxnagHbiM NETHUM aHeM BepoHMKa MaeT MUMO BbICOKOTO KMPMNUYHOro 3abopa. HacTpoeHue
y Hee cerogH4a njoxoe — He MoXeT 3abbiTb COH. CHUMOCH, BYATO OHa MOET BAOSb BbICOKOW Cepoi
CTeHbl, ogHa. Houb, TEMHO, XONMOAHO. BOpYr CNbIWWT 3BYK LUypLUaHWs, ornaabiBaeTca W... BUOAUT
60NbLLOW MOTOK BOAbI, KOTOPbIN HAaABUIAaeTCHa C IPOXOTOM U LYMOM. BepoHMKa BCKPUKMBAET U
ObICTPO 6eXxXUT Breped. JJoberaeT 40 KOHLA OOPOrK, HOrM yctanu. A Boaa Bce 6numke, bnumxke... 3abop
3aKaH4KMBaeTCH, fasiee BbICOKAA CTeHa, KOTOPYIO, BMpo4veM, 1erko nepenestb. BepoHuka nbitTaetcd
npeononeTb CTeHy, U B TOT MOMEHT MpocbinaeTcs...

BepoHMKa UCMbITbIBAET CTPax M HanpaXXeHHoCTb. Celyac BCNoOMMHaEeT: 3a60p BO CHE O4YeHb
MOXOXK Ha orpady Hexxunoro gomMa N2 7. BoT OH yyke nepeq Hew — Aa, OH 6bifl BO cHe. BbICTpo npoxoauT
MWMO Orpafbl. BepoHMKa NbiTaeTca CBA3aTb COH C pealibHOCTb!HO.

CerooHsa MOET B rocTu K XXeHe. BepoHuka nocnegHee BpeMa peaKo 6biBaeTy Hero. —
O69a3aTeNIbHO paccKa)ky eMy COH, — AYMaeT Mo NyTW, XOTb PaHblUe He Aennnacb CBOMMM CHaMMU.

XKeHg c ceMbel KMBET Ha MepBOM 3Taxke NATUSTAXKHOro AoMa, rolyboBaTo-6eMoro ¢ y3KMMm
MPSMOYrofibHbIMU OKHaMU. BepoHmMKa BUepa obelllana No3BOHWUTb Neper MpMXoaoM, a MOTOM COBCEM
3abbina 0 cBoeM obellaHnn. XXeHda BCTpedaeT ee BOCTOPYKEHHO M CKOPO YyBCTBYET — Yy BepoHUKM
HacTpoeHMe y>kacHoe

O Danee — (31)
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[pakoH nogneten y>ke HaMHoro 6nmyke. OH pa3MepoM MeTPOB MATb, TEMHO-3eMeHbI, B CBETE
COMTHEYHOro Ny4a ero Yyellys nepenmBaeTcs BCeMU LBeTaMu paayrn. BepoHuka 1 XXeHa obpaTununchb
B 6ercTtBo. [1paKoH, Moxoxe, netesn 3a HUMK. XXeHsa TONbKO OAMH Pa3 OrnaHynca — 1 6o/bllue He Mor.
Kpenko, cTapasicb He NoTepsaTb BepoHuka aepykana KHUry. Bexxanu odeHb 6bicTpo. Ha nyTn
HaKMOHMBLLIAACA BeTKa. XXeHsa 1 BepoHMKa XOTeNnm Yepes Hee rnepenpbirHyTb, HO OT CTpaxa
3anyTanMcb HOFraMu U BMeCTe ymanun. BepoHrKa BCKpUKHyna. XXeHda NOBKO MOoaHAM ee. Y HEero ycTanm
HOIM, HO 6eXaTb Ha4o — NETAWMIN OPAKOH YXKe Ha PacCTOAHUM NMaTK Waros! Masa ero ropenu,
XOPOLLO elle, OrOHb 30 PTa He NAeT XXeHsa MrHOBEHHO 3abbis1 06 yCTanocTu. BepoHmka BLUEeNMIach B
Hero MepTBOM XBaTKOMN.

— BexxnM, noka cunbl ecTb! Ecnm ByoeT BO3MOXHOCTb, cripayeMcal 9 xouy, YTobbl Tl BbIXKKA.
Pagu Teb64a rotoB Ha Bce! — 3ablXadcCh, KpuUdan oH.

- Jly4ywe Obl Mbl He coBepLannm 3Toro nyrtewectsmd, a KHUTy npocTo YNTalun, XpaHWnm Kak
aHTVIKBapl/IaT! — OTBETU/1a BepOHl/IKa.

EM BCMOMHMNAch poAHasa KBapTupa, poauTenu, ynmua... Yaanocb HalTu YKpbITUE — 3ap0CTN
HU3KUX OepeBbeB, OUeHb MyCThie M MMOTHble. Koraa oHu 3abeykanu Tyaa, movyBCTBOBanv cebs B
6e30MnacHOCTU. — [1pakoH ellle JaneKo, OH Hac He yBuaen. Hagetoch, 30eCb OH Hac He HalaeT, —
cKkasana BepoHuka.

— Tbl CMNBHO MCMyranacb? — 3agan XXeHa Henenbl BOMNpoc.

— Ewe 6b!!

— 9 nobnto Teba! — NepBbIN pa3 NpuaHanca XXewq.

— Ecnun Ha MeHsa HanaeT APaKoH, Thl MeHS 3alMTULLBL? — cNpocuia BepoHuka 3a4em-To.

— KoHeuHo, — oTBeTUN XKeHa 1 06Han BepoHuKa KpernKo. BepoHKKa nodyyBCTBOBaNA 3aLLUNUTY.

Mo6nm3ocTn pasganca Wopox.

— On! BepoHuKa gaxke BCKpUKHYyIa.

OEcnu ormeueHo «samox/llocemenue szamxa»: ECnu XKeHs n BepoHuMKa 3axoaunu B
3aMoK — (19)

OEcnu orcyrcTeyeT «3amokx/locemenue saMkax: fanee..— (12)
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BepoHuKa 1 YXeHa obpaTunmch B 6ercTso. [JpakoH, Moxoxe, NeTen 3a HUMM, HO MPOBEPATb CUJ
He 6bif10. [NaBHbIM 6bI10 HEOXKMAAHHO UCYE3HYTb 13 ero NMong 3peHus. MblITagcb CNYCTUTbLCA MO
oTBecHOMYy b6epery peku, BepoHUKa He paccymnTbiBaeT CUMbl U NadaeT. Boaa o4eHb xonoaasa. Koraa
OHa MbITaeTcs BbIM/bITb Ha MOBEPXHOCTb, PyKa HEOXXMOAHHO HalllyMbiBaeT KMPMMYHYIO CTeHY. Ho B
3TOM MUpe He BbiNo Kpnuyen! HakoHel, OHa BbiHbIpWMBaEeT 1 BbibUpaeTcs Ha Beper. KHuWra B eé
pyKax pa3MoK/a, U CTpaHWLbl MoCTeneHHOo BbiBanmBatoTca. OHa OrgaabiBaeTCs.

CTOUT »KapkKoe feTo. KuprnmnyHaga cTeHa, KOTopyto OHa Hallynana rnof BOAOMN, orpaxkaaeT
pasBanueLUytoca dabpuKy. Ha MpoTMBOMONOXKHOM Gepery naax, rae Kynatotcsa nogun. [a Beab 370 e
MeCTO BCero B HECKO/IbKMX KMIOMETpax oT AoMa B €€ pogHoM mMupe!

OHa BO3BpallaeTca JOMOW. PoouTenm »XMBo 06Cy»aatoT nocnegHne HOBOCTU — B palioHe Hbto-
MNopka Mpou30LLN0 HeOXMOaHHOe 3eMneTpsiceHue. Heckonbko He6oCKPEBOB Mocne Hero gaxe
MPULLNY B aBapUNHOE COCTOAHME. XOPOLLO ellg, HUKTO He Mormob.
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Moxoyke, 34ecCb JAaBHO HUKTO He XOAU, U OT BbICTporo 6era obpyLumMiach NepeknagnHa, Ha
KOTOpOW BCE BUCESO.

- Bo3bMeM 3Ty ogexxay. 9 xouy nonpoboBaTb HapaOUTbCA B Hee. ByaeT NpuKonbHO, — cKasan
XeHqa. Janblie He nownu. Mo TYCKbIM OFOHEK CMUYKKM yAanoch paccMoTpeTb HanageHHoe. Cpeam
BCEro — CTapMHHbIN Mey, MpUuYeM He PyKaBblii, B1eCTALLMM B CBETe OroHbKa. 3 oaexabl — TeMHbIM
nnaLl, canoru, pybatika.

— BblHeceM Bce, — npowenTana BepoHunka. CKOpPO OHU Bbl6paJ'II/ICb N3 TEMHOTbDI.

- Meu BO3bMYy 4. Ha BCAKMIN criydan, - yOOBNEeTBOPEHHO CKa3as XXeHq. BepoHuKa nepebpana
odexkay 1 Halna cebe KohTOUKY, LUTaHbl U NeTeHyto 0byBb. Pellnna oeTb CBEPXY CBOEro KOPOTKOro
nnaTbs.

—Tebe naeT! — 3acMeancsa XXeHqa, ogeBas pyballky 1 nnall, BepoHuka gocTtana n3 CyMoYKu
MarieHbKoe 3epKasbLie U oLeHMa CBOK BHELLHOCTD.

— Mbl c TOGOM YEM-TO MOXOXWN, — CO CMEeXOM 3aMeTKn/1a OHa.

— OcTanbHy oaexxay ocTaBMUM TyT, KcTaTu, uto bynemM aenaTb Aanblue? Kyaoa nomnaemM? —
3aayMarncs XeHs. BepoHuka cenyac Bntobunach B HEro no-mHoMy. Tenepb OH BbIMgaMT HaCcTOALLMM
3aWMTHUKOM. M OH, KaK pa3, Toxe 3antoboBarncs eto. B KOHLLe KOHLOB, pellniv Noka MATK Brepeg.
BosasHb 3ab6nyamnTbcs y 060Mx 0Trana, Tak Kak 3HatoT: BCerga MoyKHO BEPHYTbCS AOMOM C MOMOLLbIO
KHUTN

O Danee —(17)

36

XKeHsq, Kak NpoaBUHYTbIW MoMb30BaTelb KOMMbIOTEPA, Pa3MeCcTUT 06bABNEHME Ha BCeX
OCHOBHbIX CalTax MogobHON TeMAaTUKU. A Ona HaO&XKHOCTM pacredaTtan U ByMaykKHbl1 BapUaHT,
KOTOPbIM pacKienn Mo HEeCKOMbKUM BGAMMXKaNLLMM noabe3noM. K coxaneHuto, npoluna Hegens, a Tak
HUKTO U HE OTKITMKHYNCA. YXeHA Npeaioxxnn BCE-TakM MOCMOTPETb OOQHUM IMA3KOM Ha KHUTY.

(O Cob6paTbcs BMeCTe M B3rMSIHYTb Ha KHUry — (9)

O PasBecuTb 06bSIBNIEHUS eLlé pa3 — (8)
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BepoHKKa HEBOJSTbHO f1e3eT BHM3. Cenyac 3ToO eAMHCTBEHHOE MEeCTO, rAe HeT BoAbl.

Cnesaet Ha 3eMJ110, U3My4YeHHad 1 gpoxkawaa. CHavana 3aMnpaeT, HO, Korga rsaHyB, HaBepX,
BCKaKMBaeT. Booa y)ke BbllLe CTeH, NbeTcyd Yepes HMX. BepOoHMKa MOHMMaET — OHa B 6e3BbIXOQHOM
NOoNIOXeHNN, HEKYOa 6onblue 6exkaTb. A MOTOK BOAbl Med/IeHHO 3a51nBaeT MPOCTPAHCTBO BOKPYT ...

BepoHMKa cagmnTcs Ha XONoOHYo 3eM/Ito, 3aKpblBaeT NMLO pyKaMn. HeBoNbHO peluaeT caaThes.
- Byab uTo 6ByneT, — AyMaeTca el. B MbiCNax MefibkaeT Hafexxaa Ha Xopollee.

Boma 6yKBafibHO OKPY»KaeT HecYacTHY1o, OHa Ternepb C/IOBHO Ha OCTPOBKE, KOTOPbIN C KayK40W
MWUHYTOM MeHblLE U MeHblLLE...

CKopo BepoHUWKa CrbIWNT BOaNM 3ByK BepTONeTa, Cpasy NpUcnyLlMBaeTcd, BCTaeT M CMOTPUT Ha
Hebo. BepToneTta He BUAOHO. HeT, BCe e BMOHO — COBCEM farneko. BepoHMKa CHOBa AyMaeT o
CraceHuK, el Ha MUT CTaHOBUTCA XOpoLLO. Koraa Boda pe3Ko x/blHy/1a €M Ha HOMM, BepTONeT yyKe Hag
Hew. OHa MalleT pyKaMu U KpUUMT. BepToneT onyckaeTcs HWMKe, CrycKaeT IecTHMLY-Tpar. BepoHuka
ObICTPO MOHKMMAET, YTO BEPTOJIeT crnacaTeNbHbI, ceMyac cracatoT Bcex. 1o Tpany crycKaeTcd
yenoBek neT Tpmauat B dopme MYC, bepeT ee Ha pyKuK, MoMoraeT NogHMMaTbCS Mo NecTHULE.
BepoHunka 6bICTPO yCTpeMNaeT B3rNMa4 BHU3, BUAUT — BOAa 3aMMBaEeT BCe, HE BUMOHO orpanbl. M Tak e
ObICTPO 3aKpblBaeT rnasa. Kayketcq, TepaeT CO3HaHMe...

O Danee — (18)
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BepoHMKa Xo4eT MOWTU MCKaTb CBOUX poauTenien, Ho Npoasa NaTh Waros, OLLYLLAaeT CUMbHYO
cnNaboCTb 1 FOMOBOKPY)KeHMe. XKeHd NpeanaraeT noecTb — MAET 6bICTPO Ha MaNeHbKYH KYXHIO,
MPUHOCUT BYIKY M Yall. BepoHuKa MeaieHHO ecT. Yal 6bl/1 HEBKYCHbIM, HO OHa MbeT ero ¢
YOOBO/bCTBUEM.

Mocne efbl Pe3KO KITOHWUT B COH. BepoHMKa NOXKUTCA Ha CTapyto KPoBaTb, KOTOPYHO 30eCb
CYMTAET «CBOVMM MECTOMY.

- Y10 c TO6ON? MONEeXXn HEMHOTO, CBOUX Thl TOUYHO HalMAellb, HE NepeXKmnBail, — cKasan XXeHg.
BepoHUuKa 3acbinaeT TO/bKO Ha uac.

MpocbinaeTcsa. XXeHW pagoM He BUOHO. 33 OKHOM CBET/10. B KOHLLe KOHLLOB, OHa BCTaeT U
OTMnpaBngeTca nccnegoBaTb nNomMelleHme. KoMHaT okasblBaeTcs MHOro, BCe HabuTbl NtoabMu. OKHa
6OJ'IbLLIl/IeY C y30p4aTbiIMKM 3aHaBeckamMu. CrnyckaeTcsa Ha I_IepBbIl;I aTaxK. TaM XonogHo, non MOKprl;I.
BcnomMuHaeTcqa B‘-IepaLLIHMIZ OeHb.

BepoHuKa BO3BpallaeTca HaBepx, 3axoanT B O4HY M3 KOMHaT (aBepun 6e3 HoOMepoB U
Hagnucen). MeoneHHO NPoXoauT Mexay CrnaceHHbIMUK, ornaabiBasd Bcex. [lodeMy-To xo4eT cKa3aTb
BCINyX: «9 30€ecCb, TO eCcTb BepoHuka ConHueral» HageeTca TakMM 06pa3oM HalTU CBOMX, @ HUKOTO 13
HMX He BUOHO!

MoeT B OpYryto KOMHaTY, XOUeT MPOMKO BC/yX 3adB/19Tb O CBOEM HaxXOoXOeHUK, Mpu 3ToM o6xoas
paObl ntogen. Bopyr crbllWUT 3HAaKOMbIM Frofnoc. BepoHuKa cpasy HasbliBaeT BCyX CBOU UMS U
damMunuto. Fonoc ee y)e NPoCTy>KeHHbIW. EM KayeTcd, YTo OHa 3aMeTua MaTb. BbicTpo noaxoauT. [a,
3TO OHa, HO, MOXOXKe, He 3aMedaeT CBOto AoYb! M BHellHe OHa CUMTbHO M3MeHWach.

paBHO ee He 3aMedaeT. B caMbIl nocnegHuUm MOMEHT MaTb HauMHaeT JOIr0 paccMaTpMBaTb OEBYLLKY,
a MNoToM obHMMaeT, pacniakaBLUMChb. BepoHMKa ToxKe nnadver...
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Ha cnenyolwmi oeHb YXeHa He OTKPbI KHMY, OKa3aBLUYIOCH MPOBOAHWMKOM. BepoHuKa HUYero
O BYepallHeM OHe He BCroMHUMNa. Hegena nponetena 6biCTpo.

[eHb, Korga peLleHo COBEPLLNTD NyTelecTBMe, Bblganica NacMypHbIM U MPOoxXiagHbIiM. XKeH4q
KYTMnJ1 KoOMMnac un npoyee HeobxoammMoe. XoTenoch elle HapAaONTbCAH B CpeHEBEKOBYO oOexXay.
BepoHWMKa rotoBa K MPUKITIOYEHUNAM. OHa Ternepb BepuT B WyaOeca.

YKeHqa npurnacun ee B rocTy B NepBOM MoNoBMHE AHA. KHUMY yyKe OTKPbIN Ha COrHYTOM
cTpaHuLie.

- ¢ Bcerga 6yay c To60M, — BayKHO CKasas OH, MpMKaB AeBYLUKY K cebe. B nocnegHmm MOMEHT OH
rnoAymars o MMTaHnn. BepoHrKa nmocoBeToBasa B34Tb MPOAYKTbl C COBOM.

—NMaBHOe — He TEPATb KHUTY, — OTBETUJI eHq.

— [Ha. 3To TOUHO. A TO HE CMOXXEM BepPHYTbCY, - YNblibHyNach BepoHuKa. Yepes MUHYTY oHa co
CMeXOM pPa30rHysia yronok cTpaHuLbl...

Tuxo. Bo3ayx no-oceHHeMy MpoxniagHbin. CHoBa ob6a nocpenn Towv e caMol paBHUHDI,
OKPY>XeHHOW gepeBbaMu. BOKpyr HMYEro He M3MeHMNoChb.

- Jasal nogovaeM 6/11M3KO K 3aMKY, — Mpeasioxmn XXeH4.

— [daBal, — cornacunacb BepoHumka. OHKM nmoLwnm Brepén.

O BounTtu B 3aMoK — (15)

(O O60rHyTb €ro U NOCMOTpETb, YTO pacnonaraeTcs 3a HUM — (17)



